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Advocate for the ‘’underdog’’ leads UCCSA

He was only successful after applying for entry into the ministry after his fourth time in the 1970’s. The reason? He was supposedly too young. Today he is the President of the United Congregational Church of Southern Africa and was inducted during the closing service of the 35th Assembly in Molepolole, Botswana. 

[image: image3.wmf]Rev Hendrick Pillay, pastor of the Hankey Congregational Church, was born in Durban. During the 1950’s the family moved to Petrusville where he attended primary school. He completed matric in Genadendal. In 1969 the family moved to Wolseley.  From 1971 to 1975 he worked in Cape Town during which time he applied four times for entry into the ministry. One of the reasons for him not being accepted was the fact that he was too young and that he should have been at least 22 years of age on entry.  Great was his surprise when, in his second year of study, he discovered that a student celebrated his 21st birthday there.                 

Rev Hendrick and Mrs Maria Pillay.
‘’My student years were not easy. When you advocate for justice, you can expect stumbling blocks,’’ he said. 

‘’I was ordained in the Belstone Church in King William’s Town in 1982. It also almost did not happen since I was too involved with Black people and their affairs. I’ve always had a passion for Black Theology and Liberation Theology’’.  He describes the years in King William’s Town as blessed. However, there were adversities because of the clashes with the security police. ‘’I will always side with the people who are being discriminated against; also in the church. It hurts to see how the government treat the poor today. It is a very sensitive matter for me.’’

Rev Pillay served in King William’s Town until 1989 and went to America thereafter with his family for further studies.   He returned in June 1991 and was unemployed until December. He accepted a call to Hankey; the church where he knew he will serve God when he first visited the congregation with Rev Martin McCabe in the 1980’s. ‘’Hankey was one of the most difficult congregations and few ministers wanted to come here,’’ he said. 

 ‘’I feel very small and honoured to have been elected to this position. There are a lot of people out there who underestimate others, but the Lord sees what others do not see. He also uses whom He chooses to do His work.’’ He added that people should never underestimate themselves when they work for God. ‘’Other people might not think highly of you, but God equips you to work for Him. We should learn to trust in God.’’

Rev Pillay is married to Maria, a teacher at Hankey Primary School. They have two sons; Nathan and Gavin.

	From the editor’s desk

Thank you for the feedback and suggestions that I received after the first edition of the new-look South Africa Synod Bulletin.

As from this edition, the publication will be expanded to include contributions about current affairs. As a further extension of the Bulletin, I invite responses from you to the contributions that can be published in the ‘’Mailbox’’ section I intend adding to the November issue.

Let me remind me of my words in the first edition:  ‘’Only but a few realize that communication is a two-way process and through constant dialogue we can reach a point where we call ourselves an informed church’’. To this end I invite you to engage in dialogue or even to contribute to the Current Affairs body of the Bulletin.
Please do not hesitate to drop me a line by sending e-mail to roz.baatjies@gmail.com or Roslyn.baatjies@nmmu.ac.za or contact me on 041-4813219 or 041-5042777 or 0827712100.

[image: image4.wmf]I am waiting to hear from you.

Roz


Candidates for internship

[image: image5.wmf]Below is a list of all our candidates for internship. Regions and congregations are asked to prayerfully consider placing these candidates. 
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Abram Moahludi
(Full-time)
       
Hubert Johnson (Self- 



       
supporting)
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Jennifer Juries (Full-time)                        Jeffrey Batshelakang  



          (Full-time)
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While the fervent prayer of a righteous
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.
Nonkululeko Dyantyi                                              Rejoice Cele                                         Ronwell Fillis
(Self-supporting)
                                          (Full-time)

                    (Full-time)
Two other candidates for internship are:

· Ivan Tshotyana 
· Sydney Njara
Please contact the Synod secretary should you wish to place one of our candidates for internship at a church in your region. 
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God’s richest blessings on the members of the South Africa Synod who have been elected to positions at the 35th UCCSA Assembly in Botswana
	UCCSA President-elect:
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            Rev Basil Manning 

            (Central)
	UCCSA Investments Committee

Chairperson:

Mr Mervin Merrington

(Peninsula)
	UCCSA Treasurer:
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               Mr Solwin Elephant 

                  (Central)
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UCCSA Mission Council Convener

Rev Joey Naika

              (Kwazulu-Natal)
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UCCSA Mission Council Unit     Convener on Worship and Liturgy

Rev Jacobus Bezuidenhout

(Karoo)
	UCCSA Mission Council Children’s Ministry Convener

Mrs Cathy Bott

(Algoa)
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UCCSA Training in Mission Unit Convener: John Joseph (Algoa)

· UCCSA Commission on Aids Unit Convener: Rev Florence Botha (Central)

· Christian Development Trust (UCCSA Representative: Rev Berryl Arends (Central)

Extracts from the report of the General Secretary Rev Dr Prince Dibeela to the 35th Assembly of the UCCSA

The Context of Southern Africa

The theme of this Assembly is ‘’In Christ there is a Future: hope in the midst of an economic crisis.’’ We have been consistent in the last few years in proclaiming this message of hope in the midst of despair and social turmoil in our region. Southern Africa has undergone a lot of challenges which have included political instability, increased poverty levels, xenophobia and a general spiritual malaise in the communities we serve.

The struggle for Justice in the Economy and Earth

‘’Some would like us to believe that the current economic crisis is a temporary episode and it will soon pass away. I wish to argue that as long as our economies favour the rich and Western agencies we will continue to experience these economic slumps which will result in further impoverishment of the majority of the earth. 

‘’What is even more troublesome about the market economy is its devotion to perpetual profiteering. The idea that more production of wealth will eradicate the poverty through the so-called trickle-down syndrome is a mere fallacy. When we as Christians do not engage in the struggle for economic justice then our faith and witness is at stake. At the heart of faith is to bring wholeness (shalom: a time of peace and prosperity; a time of sharing; of reciprocity; of good harvests) to God’s people as well as to safeguard the integrity of the earth. The current crisis provides an opportunity for us to re-examine our theological stance on the economy and ecological issues. It also challenges us to confront and engage with the ‘’thieves’’ who deceive, steal and are responsible for the deaths of the poor in our communities. These are issues we ignore at our peril.’’

Life-giving diakonia and development
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‘’It will not suffice to critique and engage with what I have here referred to as the market economy. The United Congregational Church of Southern Africa has a great tradition that is at stake if we do not respond, through practical means, to the poverty around us. In the current situation where life is under threat due to a deadly economy that favours only a few people, we are called to demonstrate the love of Christ through practical means. Many of us gravitate towards a ‘’comfortable ministry’’ that restricts our presence to urban areas or more particularly with wealthier churches. This restricts and limits our ministry to a didactic and pastoral ministry. It is my dream that we could develop a diakonal ministry which will involve working with the poor of our countries.’’
‘’I dream of a day when, in the name of the God of justice, we can promulgate an agricultural movement that will assist people with skills and give them life again. This way people can regain their dignity as they would fend for themselves and not have to rely on donations from outside.’’
Continue on page 6
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2009 UCCSA Assembly Photo Album
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Extracts from the report of the General Secretary Rev Dr Prince Dibeela to the 35th Assembly of the UCCSA continued…


Prophetic ministry in the midst of crisis

‘’Our journey in Southern Africa has heightened the need for the UCCSA to become more alert to issues of democracy and good governance in our region. As a church we have to strengthen our justice ministry, develop our communication skills and reclaim the prophetic voice.

Issues in South Africa that have concerned the leadership are:

‘’The majority of our local churches are in South Africa where there are daily service delivery protests. Sadly many of us in the Church hardly ever mention these issues in our sermons, prayers or members’ meetings. But this stuff that should constitute our theologies and conversations as the people of God’’.

‘’The events of May 2008 demonstrated what an eruption of the poor people could lead to. There were many lives lost as 62 people were killed in these xenophobic attacks. This was a clear signal of the grimness of the problem at hand. South Africa, unlike any other country, is a highly politicised society with a culture of militancy against injustice and oppression. The issue of economic injustice is therefore a matter that ought to be addressed with urgency. Closely linked to this issue is the whole question of land distribution. The pace at which, the government process of getting the land back to communities that were dispossessed through colonialism is exasperatingly low. 
[image: image39.png]


‘’Another issue that is problematic in South Africa today is the whole question of reconciliation. For authentic reconciliation to take place there must be willingness for both sides to acknowledge their wrongs and embrace their futures together. However the South African model seems to have made victims of apartheid the ones who reached out with the other side doing very little. So there are still unhealed wounds and simmering issues due to a process that did not go far enough to hold one side accountable. It is our task as a church to facilitate healing and reconciliation for our communities and this nation.
Implications for the ministry of the UCCSA

The overview of the Southern Africa context carries with it some very serious implications for the ministry of the UCCSA. Firstly it means we should revisit the See-Judge-Act paradigm that served the UCCSA so well in the days of the anti-Apartheid struggle. The fact is that the ministry is in crisis. Could we go the ecumenical way of seeking a common response to the crisis? Obviously such a route would have to be preceded by our own internal enquiry and reflection. Secondly, it means that our way of doing theology, our pastoral ministry must be reconsidered. This might be the time for a denominational/synodical approach to the matter of the way we support the ministry. The third response is that of revisiting our preaching in terms of its content and emphasis. We have heard the critique that ‘’when prophets preached, they were sent to prison but when we preach today we are invited to statehouses and the opening of Parliaments. Fourthly we need to look again at our structures. We have to be organised for mission and for justice ministry.
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2009 UCCSA Assembly Photo Album
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2009 UCCSA Assembly Photo Album
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New candidates sought for Youth Development Programme

The first year of the Youth Development Programme in conjunction with the Uniting Christian Students Association of South Africa (UCSA) is drawing to a close with the commissioning service of the candidates in the Algoa Region on Saturday, 7 November 2009.

The lack of a well developed and sustained youth development programme has been identified in the UCCSA.  Funding was sourced by the South Africa Synod through the UCCSA Vision Plan Programme from CWM to develop this programme, based on the TIM (Training in Mission), NYLTP (National Youth Training Programme), the YIM (Youth in Mission) and the MISA document.

It is now time for the next group of candidates to be identified for 2010. The congregations are encouraged to identify suitable candidates for entry into the programme. Below is the information.
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Information about the programme is:
Curriculum Objective
Holistic development of the youth participant:
· Spiritually

· Intellectually
· Socially
· Emotionally                                  


A few of the current YDP candidates who worked as 






stewards at the 
UCCSA Assembly are from left to 






right Brent de Wet (Peninsula), Sean Tobie (Algoa), 






Tommy Olivier (Gordonia) and Leon Martin (Karoo). 






Standing at the back is Esmenia Cuamba from 







Mozambique.
Ministry values
God’s Glory

We seek to reflect in this ministry, please Him, be led by His Spirit.

Discipleship

We seek to guide our young people through the path of spiritual growth, emotional healing, character development and thereby serving their need of finding their identity in Christ.

Relationship

We work on building good relationships amongst us, encouraging fellowship, the unity of the body of Christ and work 

towards reconciliation.

To know God

We desire to know God through the study of His Word through the application of His Word.

Evangelism

We shall proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ, love the lost, take the Gospel to the market place (where the people are).

Prayer

We want to show our dependence on God by prayerfully waiting on God, learning to hear His voice, intercession, and believing that God hears.

Celebrating life

Our approach is to celebrate life in its fullness here on earth and eternal life.

Social Justice

Our approach is to engage and seek to understand the issues that historically deprived and degraded communities and to help to restore dignity.

Selection criteria
The following criteria serve as a guide to regions and synods need to be considered prayerfully:

· Must be involved in youth structures;

· Be a confirmed member of a local church;

· Gr. 12 or equivalent;

· Committed to be of service at least one year fulltime;

· Personal relationship with God;

· Application must be supported by the local church, region/synod;

· Called to youth development;

· Passion for youth and youth development;

· Active in church and church organizations

· Understand English;

· Ability to write English;

· Age 18—35 (focus on young people not only Youth Fellowship Members).

1st Phase

Start in January 2010

Focus on:

· Participant personal spiritual journey

· Building and establishment of relationships with students

· Spiritual input

· Induction:  Explaining the purpose and aspects of the programme.

· Assessment of students both emotionally and spiritually

· Expand Bible knowledge

· Stir passion and desire for ministry

· Teach Biblical principles eg. Service Leadership

· Teach on life values and principles

· Teach on Congregationalism and understanding the Church

Teach ministry skills

· Small group facilitation

· Handling of small and big groups

· Developmental phase of children

· Generational theory

· Research on current youth trends

· Planning and presenting effect camps

· Class lesson planning and presentation

· Dance and drama training
· Games and icebreakers to keep groups attention

General remarks

· First 3 months are normally used for training and to provide exposure to connect theory to practice

· Each student gets a mentor (spiritual issues) and counselor (emotional issues)

· After 3 months the rhythm change to 1 month in schools and churches and 1 week at the base for input, rest and training

2nd Phase

Midyear training (Normally in June)

· Perspective on ministry in different cultures

· Personality analysis eg. DISK

· Teaching on fundraising for ministry

· Identify personal passion, gifts and calling for the future.

3rd Phase

November (2 week closure sessions)

· Reflect on the experiences and impact of the year on the student’s growth

· Preparation on how to sustain a positive lifestyle after the year

· Develop plans on how to get involved in the world of work or church
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Share in a farewell celebration

Current affairs
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Port Elizabeth’s Northern Areas – more specifically Helenvale and Schauderville – has seen an increase in gang violence in recent times. More and more lives are lost each week and people look to the Church for intervention. Rev Johnny Thomas, pastor of the Mary Geldenhuys Congregational Church, shares his experiences. I grew up in a single-parent family in Port Elizabeth’s Northern Areas. Here, chances of obtaining a university degree in a crime-ridden community – where all types of abuse are rife - is slim. Teaching at a township school for seventeen years and simultaneously trying to proclaim the Gospel of Christ for the past seven years were of my most recent challenges.
Challenging yes, but most uplifting and fulfilling spiritually. It is as if God is “showing me where He has brought me from and where I could have been” on a daily basis. Like He heard my silent prayer of Jabez (1 Chron. 4: 10): “Bless me, God, and give me much land. Be with me and keep me from anything evil that might cause me pain. And God gave him what he prayed for…”

My previous neighbour of Despatch, Johan, is a policeman for over a decade in Gelvandale and surrounding area. When my family and I moved to Gelvandale to pursue the ministry on a full-time basis, he proclaimed in disbelief: “I can’t believe you’re moving to Gelvandale, John. Why Gelvandale of all places?” I suppose it has to do with the ‘much land’ or the ‘larger territory’ and the fact that ‘God kept anything evil that might cause my family and me pain’ away – for as long as I can remember. The ‘much land’ that needs to hear the Gospel of God, a message of hope, is Gelvandale and its surrounding area. For this is the season of hope and I volunteered when God asked ‘whom will go?’ 

Here, God’s people praise Him that the bullets from the gunshots that kept them awake the previous night, did not harm them. One household wasn’t so lucky, when an eleven-year old girl was having supper on her bed and was killed by a stray bullet – meant for her father. The church where I serve could only avail her facilities to the family, because the church members where the parents worship feared gang rivalry at the funeral.

Recently a member of the confirmation class came to the front of the church for a special blessing after being shot in the stomach. I think he was thankful to God for sparing his life. Apart from the fierce weather conditions during the past winter months, getting a quorum for our monthly members’ meeting has lately become impossible. Members openly acknowledge their fear to be on the streets after a certain time at night. 
It is not uncommon to hear or see a person confined to a wheelchair after a shooting or ‘shoot-out’ between rival gangs. A confirmation class member in his early twenties is bound to a wheelchair for life, after medical doctors found it would be too risky to remove a bullet that is stuck in his spine. This young man will have a continuation of confirmation classes, given to him by two of the church-council members at home. The church community/members would regularly try to conscientize the broader community with street parades (marches), utilizing our Brigades and Brass band. Church members would speak out on posters against the abuse of women and children; against drug use and gangsterism.

King David (Psalm 103) writes: “Bless the Lord, my soul and all that is within me.” This is exactly what I experienced/felt when fellow spiritual leaders and I anointed and prayed on 26 different street corners  – to cut off gangsterism and other evils, went to all the 11 Primary  and 3 Secondary schools to share about choosing Jesus (The way-to-go!) as a friend and for always, found sponsors to donate first-aid kit to schools, conducted in conjunction with the Department of Social Development an awareness campaign, to steer youngsters away from crime and gang-related activities and attend weekly meetings with the Superintendent at Gelvandale Police Station and other stakeholders about spiritual interventions.
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A challenging task BUT, “If God is for us, who can be against us?
Wynberg women celebrate a century in God’s service
April saw new beginnings by the Grace of God and His eternal faithfulness and love which are shared by the ladies of Wynberg.

Donning their black skirts, white blouses, and royal blue sashes, the women gathered at the Wittebome High School grounds, close to their church on 19 April. Accompanied by the St Josephs Christmas Band and followed by their minister, Rev L Stalmeester, their local fellowships carrying their banner and members of their congregation, they marched to their church.

Entering the church each Wynberg fellowship member carried a burning candle and formed a guard of honour down the aisle, whilst being charmed by the beautiful song Carry your candle for all to see, sung by their Sunday School Teacher, Mandy Stevens. 

The pastoral message taken from the book of Numbers Chapter 21 verse 10 was relayed by their regional Women’s Committee President Mrs Janette Morris. It was based on how the Israelites were led from the wilderness towards the sun rising. Four Past Presidents gave their impression of our Fellowship history, “Down Memory Lane”.

The Peninsula Region Moderator, Rev Wilfred Abrahams, represented the SA Synod, with his delightful message on Biblical women.

A highlight towards the end of our service was when the President, Mrs Sandra September, presented every one of the fellowship ladies with a Fellowship Badge marking their centenary,
Algoa Region launches devotional handbook at Women’s Day celebrations

On Saturday, 8 August 2009, close to 600 women found their way to the United Congregational Church Chatty where the Women’s Ministry of the region’s Mission Council hosted an Awareness Campaign for Women. Coupled with that the first Algoa Region Devotional Handbook, ‘’From the heart of a woman’’, was launched. 
The devotional pieces were written by Congregational women across the age and racial spectrum. In most cases life experiences are shared with the purpose of uplifting and encouraging other women. 
The Algoa Region is very proud of this product. To get a copy, contact the Women’s Ministry convener Mrs Madelene Aiken on 0726110015. The book costs R40.

The Region was also blessed by the presence of SA Synod Secretary Aubrey Classen and his wife Nolene at this occasion. On arrival the women were treated to breakfast by the men of the Chatty Church. These men were at the church premises at 5am to prepare and to start cooking lunch for the women.

The women attending the Awareness campaign were asked to release everything that would prevent them from enjoying the day into balloons and to let the balloons free into the air.

News from Council for World Mission

Top of Form

Church lobbies Zimbabwe government over schools crisis
Church leaders in southern Africa have called on Zimbabwe education chiefs to tackle the country's schooling crisis as teachers continue to strike into the new school year.

Director of Leadership Development at the United Congregational Church of Southern Africa (UCCSA) Rev Majaha Nhliziyo said the church feared the conflict was jeopardising the future of Zimbabwe's children despite their sympathies towards teachers over demands for better pay.

He said the church wanted to see the government take urgent action to address the issue - a problem they say is "one of many arising out of the deep-rooted economic and political crisis" impacting Zimbabwe.

Rev Nhliziyo said: "For children in Zimbabwe, education has already been compromised and now it's getting worse. We understand why the teachers are striking and sympathise with them. For teachers in Bulawayo and the rural areas, there is real suffering because salaries are so low. 

"But it also means that children in these poorer areas are not being educated. In the long term there will be fewer students educated from these poor areas and they will not be able to get jobs because they won't be trained. The poorer will get poorer because of this uneven distribution of resources.

"There have been hundreds upon hundreds of calls to the government to address this issue - if only they would listen."

Earlier this year education chiefs agreed to waive school fees for teachers' children but it was not enough to get them back into the classroom. Zimbabwe teachers want a pay increase that will see their monthly wage leap from $US165 to at least $502.

Concerned parents have also shown sympathy towards teachers' pay demands despite the impact strikes are having on their children.

A CWM contact in Zimbabwe said: "I think the teachers are justified in striking because they are not getting enough money.

"But at the same time it's awful to see children walking back from school in the morning because their teacher hasn't shown up."

The contact added: "It was the same last year and again there are public exams coming up. Teachers are responsible for marking the papers as well so if that is delayed it will affect students trying to move up to the next form or to university."
Link: http://www.cwmission.org/news-from-africa/church-lobbies-zimbabwe-government-over-schools-crisis.html
Health matters

Helen jokingly shares with her friends how she lies awake in the morning and listens to her husband when he goes to the bathroom. What does she hope to hear from him being in the bathroom? She wants to hear that he has no difficulty in passing urine. This awareness comes from her loving husband being diagnosed with prostate cancer and his difficult road to recovery. Although she jokes about it, her message is to men is clear: ‘’Go to your doctor for regular check-ups and do not ignore the problem.’’

People have been talking about men suffering from prostate cancer for years; in my community it was just known by another name. Having seen and heard about the suffering and the subsequent death of a few elderly men in my community who have suffered because they did not have a doctor ‘’check them out’’ – I see the need to write about this illness.

Prostate cancer fact sheet
· Prostate cancer is one of the leading cancer in males worldwide and the most prevalent cancer in South African white males.

· The lifetime risk for men developing prostate cancer in South Africa is one in 24.

· Like with most cancers, the cause is not known, however, there are known factors which have been determined through research, that increases the risk of developing prostate cancer. 

· Risk factors are: 
Age – it occurs more frequently in older men
Family history – a brother or father who had prostate cancer
Lifestyle – high fat intake, low consumption of vegetables, obesity and lack of physical activity

· Prostate cancer develops in the tissues of the prostate gland and usually grows slow in comparison with other cancers.

· Early warning signs are difficulty in passing urine, slow stream or inability to stop or start the flow, frequent need to urinate especially at night.
· Late warning signs are inability to urinate, lower back pain, blood in the urine or semen, painful ejaculation, erectile dysfunction and weight loss.
Support can be obtained from: Cancer Association of South Africa (CANSA) www.cansa.org.za 
Toll free line (8am to 16h30 weekdays): 0800 22 66 22
The Prostate Cancer Foundation www.prostatecancerfoundation.co.za
The Urological Association of South Africa www.urosa.co.za
Information courtesy of:

Prayer concerns

· Continue to pray for Prof Bench Mkonto of the Algoa Region who is still recovering from a stroke

· Rev Ivan Petersen whose father passed away in August.
· Rev Donald Moos and is family. His father-in-law passed away in August.

· Continued prayer support for Rev Alistair Arends.
· Rev Wilford Nangu and family as his were killed in a car accident.
· The grandson of Rev Chris Barnard, Elijah. He had brain surgery on Fri Sept 11th at 9am (9th operation). The operation is an attempt to remove the entire remaining tumour, without damaging the brain that it is intertwined with, particularly the optic nerve which is adjacent to the tumour.
· Our churches in all 5 Synods who try to do God’s work in the midst of an economic crisis.

· The economy of South Africa to improve and the retrenched to find work again in order to care for their families and maintain a good lifestyle.

· Our candidates for internship and the congregations who are considering placing them

· God’s guidance for the young people completing the Youth Development Programme
· For our students as they prepare to sit for the final exams
· The leadership of the UCCSA and their families

· The leadership of  the South Africa Synod and their families

· The leadership of the different regions and their families

· Please pray for the many churches where there is conflict and disruptions of worship services. Pray that all parties involved will help to create such an atmosphere in which God can be glorified. Amidst all our diversities and differences we still need to seek harmony, peace, the love of God and genuine reconciliation.
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If you propose to speak, always ask yourself – is it true is it necessary, is it kind? …. G Buddha








Your legacy should be that you made it better than it was when you got it.


Lee Iacocca
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