[image: image1.jpg]


United Congregational Church of Southern Africa

[image: image2.jpg]


South Africa Synod 

Bulletin

June 2010




E-mail: Roslyn.baatjies@nmmu.ac.za


God’s Dramatic Demands for Justice
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Prophecy in any situation seeks spiritual intervention when all else seems hopeless. This is a prophetic act envisaging God’s judgement on situations of injustice and oppression demanding repentance and change. It is a call for radical social change and reflects a dramatic demand for justice or risk facing God’s judgment and wrath, but within this prophecy there is always a vision of hope in the future to which everyone can cling. 
Euodia Volanie examines the matter.
The formation of The United Congregational Church of Southern Africa (1967) was such a prophetic act, a dramatic demand for justice in the turbulent years of the apartheid regime whose founding ideology was separation of people from different race, colour and creed. This unity was a radical social change that brought together people from different races, colour, creeds and ethnic groupings spanning over five countries. 

Due to its prophetic acts, the Church played a significant role in assisting in the toppling of the unjust apartheid regime. The dramatic demands for justice was in the form of ‘compassion and service’ to those who were suffering and ‘challenging the political structures’ that allow such suffering to continue. The services that this Church rendered to its congregations was in the form of changed structures to provide insights, care, compassion and aid to act prophetically in situations which had far reaching implications on the livelihoods and resources of the poor and the oppressed. The Church’s cutting edge theology offered God’s perspective on the injustices committed by this regime, and a prophetic call of judgment or repentance and change. It strongly denounced any theological justification for this regime whose god created a hierarchy of humans and affirmed that God is on the side of the poor and the oppressed and created unity amongst humanity.

Sad to say, this theological and prophetic zest has disappeared. The Church has failed to develop sustained teaching and promote actions on how to handle the liberation which was won. The gap that this failure left is marked, among others, by a policy document of a political party, the RDP of the Soul which seeks to bridge the gap of the binary forces within human society, the split of spiritual and secular, and seeks to integrate these two by calling for a “secular transformation” through “spiritual values.” This document also articulates the need for “spiritual strength to combat poverty, war, hunger, disease, ignorance, oppression and environmental destruction” and notes that people have “written off hope that religion can save the world.” It also states that the religious institutions are prone to “produce statements but not strategies.”  

This document is inspirational in many respects, and though it is not the platform to critique this document here, what needs to be pointed out is the dangers inherent in political documents that seek to provide spiritual insights. It fails to be critical of the institutions which it establishes that perpetuate the same conditions which it seeks to eradicate. It also seeks to promote its own agenda rather than the agenda of God. This is the danger when the Church fails in its task to be the ‘salt of the earth’ and the ‘light of the world.’ 
But what is the task of the Church in the world? Steve de Gruchy provides the insight that the Church is “called to be the sign of God’s purpose in the creation, through seeking not just the unity of Christians, but of all the people of the earth”. But the unity of humanity is threatened in many ways, in the world in general and in South Africa in particular. However, the Church has failed to take a unified and strong stance against this threat and in many ways failed to identify specific situations against which to speak. 

On the economic level in South Africa the Church has failed to speak against the great gulf that exists between the rich and the poor, and failed to identify why the poor go hungry in a country that produces enough food for everybody. It has failed to critique the impasse on many wage negations which create economic difficulty for people whose income is not an end in itself, but needs “to be translated into other things such as food, education and healthcare, in order for people to consider that they are achieving some sense of well-being.” It has failed to address the financial, emotional, and spiritual demands that the HIV/AIDS pandemic has on people’s everyday life. 

It has failed to address the massive unemployment in the country on a creative level and failed to identify the reason why the government fails to produce sustainable jobs and employ people in critical positions in health care, security and education sectors among others or why unemployment is worsened by nepotism and corruption within government structures. It has failed to identify the evil of privatisation that threaten sustainable employment and well-being because these companies fail to provide adequate benefits such as health care, pension, and dignified wages for its employees to cope with the demanding financial responsibilities of today’s life. 

It has also failed to articulate a prophetic theology for the poor who are still living off garbage heaps or living in slums that do not provide adequate clean water or sanitation. It is failing to construct a prophetic theology engaging the government on its ability to built state of the art stadiums on international standard, while failing to provide housing that fits the local architectural standards. The Church has also failed to articulate why liberation has not reached the majority of South Africans. 

These factors all play a defining role in the poverty that people are experiencing in South Africa. Not to speak of the evils it begets such as ‘Afro-Xenophobia’ and the heinous crimes which leave women and children destitute. These challenges should lie at the heart of a Christian concern for the eradication of poverty, social change and development. These are also some of the concerns which call the prophetic vision of the Church to life. 

But how should the Church be prophetic?  The “prophetic vision leaves critical space within it for human participation as co-creators with God in the creation of a new earth, hence the calling of God’s people to be the ‘salt of the earth’”. It calls the people of God to participate on their respective levels. The local Church needs to be prophetic within its own community. It must ask tough questions like “what is perpetuating poverty in the community and what are the care and services that the Church can provided to reflect a ‘weeping God’”. The region, synod and denomination should be creative in the task to read the signs of the times and provide prophetic insights and action into conditions of poverty and oppression. 

The prophetic vision is a contextual vision that envisages new contours for the future. This new prophetic vision should take account of an integration of ‘social and ecological’ issues. It should provided strategies to combat the continuing sins of racism, class, ethnocentricity, pride and greed which have far reaching effects on the unity of humanity. It should provide a word of hope evident in the structures of the Church to work for a new earth, a new vision for the future. These are the dramatic demands which the Church needs to prophecy about to bring about the reign of God on earth!
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From the desk of the editor

We live in trying times. We are attacked by Satan more often than not. What is sad, but true, is the fact that we do not recognise the enemy and its tactics and we succumb. We conform and my question is where God is in our decisions to give over power to Satan and to become his pawn. Are we in His presence?
My prayer for us all and especially with SA Synod conference approaching is that we are constantly aware of His presence and that each of us will come into and dwell in that presence. David asks in Psalm 139, ‘’Where could I go from your Spirit? Or where could I flee from your presence? If I ascend up into heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in Sheol (the place of the dead), behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the morning or dwell in the uttermost pats of the sea, Even there shall Your hand lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me. (Psalm 139:7-70 Amplified Bible)

The presence of the Lord is a precious thing, and should be cultivated, tended to, guarded and protected, and treasured. When we dwell - habitually - in the presence of our loving Father and Creator, it is THE safest place that we can be. HIS presence will lead and guide us, protect us and give us strength. It will refresh us and give us rest. In HIS presence we will find true joy, peace and delight, and it is IN us forever. Why would we EVER want to be anywhere else?

Shalom
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Conference update

· Conference will take place in the heart of winter and you can expect that it will be very cold in Somerset East at that time.  Please bring an extra blanket along with you.

· Please avoid travelling at night as the roads to Somerset East are going through areas where you can expect kudus jumping over fences.  Winter is also the hunting season and these animals run wild. Best is not to travel at night and even be careful and on the lookout for kudus during the day.
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· We will have an Evening of Song on the Saturday evening, 26 June 2010.  The group in attendance will be the Christadelphians from Uitenhage. Kindly bring along an extra R30 entrance fee.
Of course the UCCSA is a caring church
The article on whether the UCCSA is a caring church by Rev Theron raises a lot of debatable points. 

First and foremost is his understanding of the church. The church is far more than the too simplistic “I am the church, you are the church and we are the church together”, as given by Dr Theron. He adds: “This leaves all helping and assisting to us, the church, God’s agents of change.”  Our definition of the church, even in its simplified format must take the marks of the church into account. And these marks are unity, holiness, catholicity and apostolicity. These marks show an integral link with Christ as the Head of the Body which is his church. It follows therefore that as the body of Christ, the UCCSA is a caring church. The mark of unity shows our continuity with the church over past generations and future ones as well. The UCCSA that was involved in the struggle against apartheid is still the same church that is involved in the fight against other forms of discrimination today, such as racism, sexism, elitism, male supremacy and many others. And let us not think that apartheid is over. It is still expressed in a variety of ways and even locates itself within structures that would be least suspected to harbor it. 

How has the UCCSA shown its care in the recent Haiti crisis? Our first response was in solidarity with our partners, Global Ministries and CWM. The March 2010 Executive meeting endorsed the actions of the officers of the denomination, CWM and our own appeal for our members to donate.

Cheque book relationships

These will not work in the UCCSA that shares the marks of unity, holiness, catholicity and apostolicity. In fact the cheque book can never be a measure of our commitment to caring. Such relationships are doomed to fail and sooner the “cheque writer” will become weary as they realize that their quick-fix solution has not worked. Most of the problems do not require the cheque approach at all. They require mutual respect and true partnership where we can stand shoulder to shoulder as we grapple with the root causes of the matters that confront us. It is not enough to respond to the crises of tsunamis and earth quakes without also looking at the root causes and changing our lifestyle that does so much damage to the earth and environment. Caring is a matter of the heart and a reflection of holistic spirituality. And our caring must never be limited to treating the symptoms of the problem but it should address the root causes. It should challenge the beneficiaries of the present unjust and unsustainable lifestyles of selfishness and greed. 

Dr Theron talks about the UCCSA as receiving church, from missionaries to programme funding. But what does “receiving” mean in this instance? Talk to the missionaries themselves and find out what they have “received” from their time of service with the UCCSA. Most have in fact received more which is far greater than what the cheque book can ever give! If anybody or organization thinks that they can measure their mission involvement by the money they give then they are in the wrong place to work for the church. The church’s mission should be centred on Christ’s model of helping people without counting the cost. The resources we have are a gift to be used for the mission of God. “The earth and its fullness belongs to the Lord. Psalm 24:1 

Let me end with a quick note on the programmes of the UCCSA. Theron claims that our programmes have come to naught? Can he elaborate on that claim? What is his measure of a successful programme? Remember that we are not talking of cheque book relationships but of lives that have been transformed and minds that have been decolonized and are ready to liberate the former slave masters.

Therefore the answer to the question whether the UCCSA is a caring church or not is an emphatic “yes, the UCCSA, as a holy, catholic, apostolic and united body of Christ cares”. 

Rev. Majaha Nthliziyo, UCCSA Leadership

Academy Director 
UCCSA media officers meet in Brixton

Media officers of the UCCSA’s different Synods and other leadership figures recently met at the UCCSA Head Office under the convenership of the General Secretary, Reverend Dr. Prince Dibeela.

The purpose of the one-day meeting was informed by the long overdue need to have a brainstorming session to discuss the communication needs of the UCCSA and to find ways to “Tell the story of the UCCSA”. 

According to the GS, this story and many other success stories within the UCCSA should be told to the world out there, including all its members. The UCCSA prides itself with a great heritage having its origin in the earlier “apartheid” years, when, according to Rev. Dr. Dibeela, the beast of apartheid wanted to cause division between people united in culture, race and class. 

The UCCSA has a rich history which dates back many decades since its origin and this is a unifying factor amongst all members in the region. Formed in 1967, the UCCSA traces its origins back more than 200 years, to the arrival of the first personnel sent to the sub-continent by the London Missionary Society (LMS).

Inputs from all officers set the ball rolling to determine the current communication practices which include the well known chronicles, pastoral letters, website, identified, and some best practices were singled out to be pursued hence forth. 

Bright and practical ideas for group video conferencing, the use of digital equipment to record and distribute important information regarding UCCSA events etc. were tabled and accepted.

A revamped Chronicle under a new title, “Issues of Faith”, will be published twice per year. This publication will create the platform for local churches and members to voice their stories, experiences and also to air their views on contemporary issues of faith.

It was agreed that communication should be ongoing, and distribution of news events should be encouraged so that all UCCSA members share ownership of what happens within its framework.
In our struggle for freedom, truth is the only weapon we possess. 
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More on human trafficking

Dear Mike,

I am a 22 year old woman with one child. I was born in Port Elizabeth and grew up here. I went to a school in a well-known suburb. I grew up with one sister and a brother. Both of them are younger than me. Both my parents have good paying jobs.

I was well looked after and did not have problems with money, clothes or food. I was always a very popular girl amongst students, friends and teachers. I always achieved above average marks in my exams, although I did not finish my Matric year. My trouble started when I was in Matric. Myself and two friends wanted to check out a club in Central. Up until then I never had a boyfriend or used any drugs. We did occasionally have some liquor to drink before.

We were having a great time at the club. We met someone I knew from my neighbour hood, who introduced us to some Nigerians. They decided to join us at our table as there were no other empty tables in the club. They regularly invited us on the dance floor and we left our drinks on the table unattended.

Then, all of a sudden, everything went blank. I could not remember anything that happened afterwards. I woke up in a flat in Central, I was completely naked. I started panicking and started to scream because the room was pitch dark. I also felt sore between my legs.

While I was screaming, a big Nigerian entered the room, he shouted at me to be quite. When I did not stop he smacked me through the face, the blood was streaming down my nostrils. I was scared so I kept quite. He immediately forced himself on top off me. He raped me repeatedly that night. After he was finished he called to two of his friends to hold me while he was pricking me with a needle in my forearm. I cannot remember what else happened to me that night, but the next day I woke up with a terrible headache.

As soon as I remembered what happened to me, I started crying again. My hands were tied to the bed and my risks were aching. The rope had cut through my flesh, I showed you the marks. Anyway it happened again; they drugged me and started raping me. Five or six of them took turns raping me. I cannot recall how many times I was raped that specific day. I begged them to stop but they were just laughing as if I was a big joke. Every time I screamed, they would either smack or hit me with a belt. I soon lost my consciousness.

During the following days I was repeatedly raped and drugged. They gave me food to eat and water to wash. I was not allowed to leave the room. When I had to go to the bathroom I was escorted by another lady that was doing prostitute work for the Nigerians. I soon lost track of time, sometimes I did not know whether it was day or night.

I did not know what my parents were thinking or doing. I imagine they were very devastated and worried with my disappearance. Later I heard they went to the police.

During the following months I was forced to have sex with a lot of different men. One of them was the friend I met at the club. I later found out that he was working with the Nigerians. The men that came to have sex with me were a mixture of white, coloured and black. They paid the Nigerians for the right to have sex with me. Some of the men were drunk, some were drugged, some were dirty and their breath smelled bad. I could not refuse otherwise I would get a hiding. Sometimes I had as many as fifteen sexual partners in one day, without even washing. Some of them refused to wear the condoms the Nigerians provided.

After two months my parents placed a story in a local newspaper. A white male that regularly came to the flat to have sex with me recognised me as the missing girl. He alerted the Nigerians, who immediately got me out of the flat into a car and dropped me off not far from the club.

I was glad to be free and also scarred to go home. What would I tell my parents? What would people think and say? I wanted to run away and rather kill myself.

A police van picked me up that night, mistaking me for a prostitute. After I had told them my story the recognized my face and took me to the hospital. My parents came the following day. They were devastated when they heard my story.

The friends I was with also could not remember what happened to me. They were also drugged and placed into a cab. The police questioned them but could not get new leads. The friend that introduced us to the Nigerians mysteriously disappeared; his family did not know his whereabouts. They never found the Nigerians, they also disappeared.

I found out I was pregnant after five months. By then my parents said I should not have an abortion because of our religious believe. Today I am the mother of a child whose father I don’t know. My child will never know who his father is. What do I tell my child if he asks who his father is?

I am still traumatised after 4 years. My life will never be the same again. I have a boyfriend now but I am too scarred to tell him what happened to me, he might leave me. I am very insecure and find it difficult to trust other people. I thank God that I tested negative for HIV.

Please Michael, I hope that my letter would help in warning other woman, girls and even boys about the dangers out there. I believe I was very lucky to be still alive. Please don’t let what happened to me happen to anyone else, please,

NOTES:

1. This letter was handed in to the chairperson (MICHAEL) of a conference dealing with the issue of human trafficking attended by the Deacon of a church and used in one of his sermons/homilies.

2. In retyping the letter I have attempted to keep both the spelling and language as authentic as possible. My love of language and computer automation could however have slipped in on occasion (not that I am aware of). I hope that this will not detract from the contents.

Nelson Mandela, former president of South Africa :

"Safety and security don't just happen, they are the result of collective consensus and public investment. We owe our children, the most vulnerable citizens in our society, a life free of violence and fear."
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Keep your eye on the ball! Keep your eye on the child!

Child Safety & Protection during 2010 - the World Cup and beyond…

Holiday time is always a high risk time for children. Why is this so? Why do reports of neglect, accidents and abuse of children increase at this time? 

These are some of the answers:

• When parents are at work child supervision is often inadequate.

• Alcohol and drug abuse is more common during holiday periods.

• Children often get bored and wander from home – risk taking is more common.

• Children who are not close to home and not accounted for are vulnerable to injury, abuse and neglect - and trafficking!

In 2010 children are likely to be on the move to the city, to the fan parks, to be near the games - will they be safe?

	All children have a right to safety and protection.

Everyone should play a role in ensuring that our

children are protected from harm, neglect,

substance abuse, trafficking, being lost ...


Be a CHAMPION and stand up for children's rights:

· Protect children against abuse– keep an eye on them!

· Uphold children’s dignity

· Listen to children

· Provide safe opportunities for play and development

· Be active in creating child friendly environments

Families & caregivers:

· You are responsible for your own children’s safety

· Keep children close to home

· Make adequate childcare arrangements for all children (including older children) with trusted caregivers.

· Teach your children to respect the boundaries you set –tell them clearly where they can go, what they can do, when they must be home.

· Arrange for children to be in a stimulating activity programme: either in your own home or in holiday programmes. Support and contribute to community holiday programmes.
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When children go on outing or an event, carefully check that they will be safe. Know where they are going and with
SOME USEFUL EMERGENCY NUMBERS:

· Police: 10111- immediately say it is a child in danger & give area where child is

· Child line: Toll-Free 08000-55555 - for immediate assistance - and you will be redirected to the appropriate regional office.

· Ambulance & fire: 10177

· Netcare medical emergency: 082 911 Medical Rescue-0831999-Disasters

· Lifeline: National Counselling Line- 0861 322 322

· Suicide help line: 0800 567 567

· Missing children: Sup Van Deventer: 012 393 2002 - report immediately, do not to wait 24 hours

· Trafficking: IOM 0800 555 999

· Crime stop: 086 001 0111

· Drug & substance abuse: 0800 150 150

(Adapted from a leaflet published by CRC)

CHILD TRAFFICKING: PREVENT! RESPOND! SUPPORT!

What is child trafficking?

Child trafficking is when children are removed from their homes (under false pretences or by force) and taken to another place or other places – inside the country or outside the country - in order for them to be exploited.

Children are trafficked for different purposes including sexual abuse, forced labour and the removal of body parts. This is often done by convincing their parents that, if the child leaves with the trafficker (who might even be a relative) the child will have better educational and other opportunities at their destination. Other means used include abducting or kidnapping children.

Who falls victim to the crime?

Children, young people and adults alike, particularly the unemployed who are looking for opportunities to improve their life conditions are all vulnerable.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO PREVENT CHILD TRAFFICKING?

The Department of Labour in your area can help you validate job offers, particularly those outside your province or the country. Any suspicious conduct by prospective employers or their agents must be reported to the police.

Look out for people – both men and women – who say they have job or education or sport scholarship opportunities that promise children a bright future!

Teach your children to be careful of adults who try to befriend them, whether in person, through cell phone or Internet chat rooms. Adapted from: “South Africa’s National Action Plan to Combat Human Trafficking”
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How can you help someone who has been trafficked?

Contact your nearest Social Worker to arrange counselling services for the victim of trafficking, so that they can deal with the experience they have gone through.

Information on shelters in your area will be provided by the Social Worker or the Department of Welfare in your province, where the victim can be given a place to stay.

For more information contact:

Human Trafficking Programme Coordinating Unit (PCU); Sexual Offences and Community Affairs
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(SOCA) Unit; National Prosecuting Authority of South Africa

Tel: +27 12 845-6000 e-mail: tip-pcu@npa.gov.za
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Congratulations

To Jon Barnes who recently received his PhD from the University of Kwazulu-Natal. The research topic was the issue of north/south ecumenical partnership.  
‘’I basically wrote a history of partnership, from the beginning of the modern missionary movement and the formation of mission societies, up until the present time. There were two main questions:

1) When was the term partnership first used, and what were the historical secular and religious uses. How has its meaning been contested and changed over time.

2) Looking at this history, what can the churches of the north learn about our behaviour/attitudes/actions towards our international partners that causes partnership to continue to be problematic.

‘’I found four 'themes' or issues that were present throughout the historical narrative that, to me, the churches in the North need to deal with if we are ever to have relationships of mutuality and solidarity with our sisters and brothers in the global South.  They are 1) the home base, 2) humanitarianism and development, 3) authority and power, and 4) the difference between rhetoric and reality.

 ‘’Finally, looking at current trends in the growth of southern forms of Christianity, as well as south to north migration, I suggested a way forward for churches in the north to begin self examination,’’ Jon says.
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Congratulations

Dr Henry William Daniel van der Linde received his 2nd Doctor’s Degree on Thursday, 20 May 2010, at the Graduation Ceremony of the University of the Free State.  At the age of 83 he became the oldest person ever to graduate from the University of the Free State.
Dr van der Linde was born on 12 June 1927 in the district of Beaufort West in the Karoo.  He received his primary and secondary school training (grade 10) there, and took the Senior Certificate by private study.  In 1946 he joined Fort Hare University where he completed a BA degree and concluded his theological studies in 1950.  While serving as ordained minister in a number of the Local Churches over a period of 58 years, he pursued an academic career as well.

His thesis: “The cradle of Congregationalism in the lower Orange River Valley area 1902 – 1952. A Church Historical study unlocks in a gripping way a vital part of the history of the church in the lower Orange River valley.  The history is skilfully shaped by primary sources, for which the he had to search the archives of local churches.  With wisdom and discernment he brings the narrative together, thus avoiding the consequences of subjective interpretation, motivation and reconstruction.  The story portrays historical and theological meaning: amidst life and death, struggle and deprivation, the whipping of Apartheid, the life, work and witness of these churches and their schools in the lower Orange River valley depicts a cheerful contagiousness, true to the primary sources.
Congratulations to Rev Barnes, Rev Dr van der Linde and others who have recently graduated from higher education institutions in South Africa and abroad.
Training deacons for the harvest
With the Confirmation Training Handbook, "Pilgrimage of Faith," as a guideline to form the basis of the programme, the Bosmont Church is currently offering a Trainee Deacon's programme.

The programme was first mooted by one of the young members of the congregation who spoke about how unprepared many people seemed to be when they were called on to be Deacons.  He took this from his own experience.  He had been approached to make himself available for election as a Deacon.  He immediately replied, "But I don't know what it entails."  From there the Diaconate discussed this and the Church came up with a programme which those wishing to become Deacons could follow.

The programme started in September 2009 and will run until March 2011.  The Trainee Deacons meet once a month. The Programme is facilitated by Russell Dickinson, with Rev Kelvin Harris and Dr James Winnaar forming the rest of the team. It is also envisaged that people, in the various fields, i.e. Counselling, etc., will also be roped in to present relevant sessions. Rev Steve Titus presented the session on Congregationalism.

The Church is already beginning to see the value of this programme. Each of the Trainee Deacons have been placed in a Ward, to work alongside the Deacon.  It is envisaged that they would then also get training in a practical way, being mentored, monitored and performing some of the duties of a Deacon.

At a recent Deacon's Workshop in the Central Region, the Trainee Deacons showed confidence and maturity and often took the lead in group discussions.  Also they have all already taken charge of services and some have even preached.  The standard presented by them has been encouraging.  A trip to Israel, with these Trainee Deacons forming the core group, is also being planned for September 2011.  The trip is also open to anyone who wishes to join the group.
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· The SA Synod Conference taking place from 24 to 27 June 2010 in Somerset-East. 

· The 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup kicking off on 11 June 2010.

· The father of the Rev Gift Koppies, Outeniqua Region, has passed on. 

· Mrs Snowy Hlengwa suffered a stroke recently and is recuperating. Please keep her and her family in your prayers.

· The Rev Mzimkulu Kakaza had been admitted to hospital for an operation in March. 
· The wife of Rev Ntwayagae who is very sick in hospital in Klerksdorp.
· Rev Arthur Le Roux was hospitalized for a while, but is now recovering at home.  You can contact him on 071 675 3488.

· The mother of Rev Esther Johnson was in ICU at the George Hospital.
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